
SOCIOLINGUISTICS 371       Ecker t, Spr ing 2007 
 
TOPICS      READINGS, in Wardhaugh and online     
 
 
Intro to Sociolinguistics                1/23 
 

Knowing a language  Wardhaugh, ch. 1(read the chapter, prepare notes on   1/25 
Language Variation    Discussion Questions Q1, 2/ p.4, Q1-3,5/ p. 7-8 (6), 

Q 1a,b and 2/ p. 12, and Q2/ p. 20 (19)  
    read A Linguist's Journey (of William Labov), online PBS 

documentary Do You Speak American? 
 all 3 voluntary    What is Sociolinguistics? 
      Sociolinguistics Basics 
      Social Identity 

 
 
Language or dialect? Wardhaugh, ch. 2, pp. 25-33, Q2/p. 26, Qs 1-4/p. 41     1/30 
      (in Q1 interview a mixed group of 3 to 5 speakers) 
     watch Do You, Episode 1, NORTH; take note of key concepts  
 
 
Dialects    Wardhaugh, ch. 2, p. 43-7, and ch. 6/p 135-42 (133-40)  2/1 

       pose Qs 1-5/47-8 to yourself and 2 friends; summarize in light of Q7 

     Mapping Attitudes – Interactive Exc (study the MAP) 
     Audio: Where is the Speaker From? 
      

 

Prestige and attitudes  Wardhaugh 2, prepare notes on Qs 8,10,11,12/p. 48-9    2/6 

             watch Do You, Episode 2, SOUTH; outline key concepts  
     The Midwest Accent 
     Rful Southern 
  

DIALECT assignment               2/8 

     American Dialects Ð read about 1 dialect reflected in Do You 2 
     Are Dialects Fading?            

voluntary readings and resources:  

on fieldwork: On the Road ÐDictionary of American English DARE 

on linguistic forensics: Linguistic Profiling (DARE) 

for fun: DARE “quiz” on regional lexicon  
             Track the Word - DARE database 

  dialect resources 
  



Standard    Wardhaugh, ch. 2, 33-43         2/13 
      Prepare notes on Qs 5-10, 12-13, 15-18/p. 42-3  

 
 
Descr iptivism vs. pre-           Wardhaugh, ch. 2, notes on Qs 5-9, 12-13/p. 55-6      2/15 
     watch discussion of the conflict in Do You, Episode 1 
     Gatekeeping             
     State of American E 
     The Oxford English Dictionary          

 
STANDARD assignment                 2/20 
     Accent coaching 
 voluntary:   Decline of Grammar 
 extra fun:   Beastly Mispronunciations 
 

 
 
Style, register  and slang  Wardhaugh, ch. 2, 51-6        2/22 
      Prepare notes on Qs 1, 3, 4/p. 54-5 
     Do You Speak Presidential? 
     The Power of Slang   
 voluntary:   Born in the USA   
 
 

 
Languages in Contact   Wardhaugh, ch. 4, p. 88-101         2/27 
 Diglossia    prepare notes on Qs on p. 95, and Qs 2,4,5/p.100-1 
 Bilingualism               
 
 
BIL INGUALISM assignment   Wardhaugh, ch. 5, prepare Q4/ p. 125 (122)        3/1 
 
 AAE and ethnicity  Dialect or Creole? 
     When Worlds Collide             
 Identity   Crossing Over   

 
 Code-switching   Wardhaugh, ch. 4, p. 101-18 (Qs 1,3 on p.117-8)        3/6 
     Watch Your Language 
     Spanglish, the Making of a New Language        

 Borrowing          
 
 
CODE-SWI TCHING assignment             3/8 
 
 
MIDTERM, March 8 
 
SPRING BREAK 
 



Social variation              3/27 
Social network  Wardhaugh, ch. 2, p. 49-50, and ch. 5 

 Speech Community  Prepare notes on Qs on p.50-1, and Qs 3, 5, 6/p.125 (122), 
Qs on p. 128-9 (126), Qs 1, 3, 4 on p. 132 (129) 

     Springville, Tx - study of a speech community   
     Campus Talk 

     New York style of speaking 
 
 Linguistic variable  Wardhaugh, ch. 6, 142-59 (Qs on p. 145-6, Q4/p.160)  3/29 
 
 CONN SPEECH COMMUNITY assignment                  4/3 
 
FIELD TRIP to Ancientest Cemetery in New London           4/5 
 CEMETERY assignment 
 
 
Language Change   Wardhaugh, ch. 8, pp. 191-207, Qs 2, 3/p. 193 (191)    4/10  
     The Truth About Change                  4/12 
     Vowel Shifting 
      Exercise on Vowel change 

     Global English                4/17 

     The Vanishing Verb (media English) 
 extra fun, voluntary:  Americans are Ruining English 

 
 
Language policy   Wardhaugh, ch. 15, Qs 3-5/360-1 (356-7)      4/19  
       and Qs 5, 6/369-70 (365)       
 
 Language shift, death  Wardhaugh, ch. 15, Qs 2, 3/378 (374)      4/24 
       and Qs 1-3, 5/381-2 (376-7) 
     Managing Language in the U.S.           
     Don’t Make English Official - Ban it!  
  voluntary:  History of “English-Only” since the 1795 Vote 
     National American of John Adams 
 
 
STUDENT PRESENTATIONS                      4/26, 5/1, 3 and 8  
 Each student will collect linguistic data (through taped interviews, questionnaires, 

analysis of writing, video recordings...), share them with the class and incorporate them 
in a paper, using relevant secondary sources, incl. our textbook and online materials; 

 prior to your presentation suggest an article or website that all should read to prepare, 
and distribute a hand-out in class. 
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after the SPRING BREAK: 
Social variation              3/27 
 Code-switching   Wardhaugh, ch. 4, p. 101-18 (Qs 1,3 on p.117-8)         
     Watch Your Language 
     Spanglish, the Making of a New Language        

CODE-SWI TCHING assignment                       3/29 
 

Social network  Wardhaugh, ch. 2, p. 49-50, and ch. 5        4/3  
 

 Speech Community  Prepare notes on Qs on p.50-1, and Qs 3, 5, 6/p.125 (122), 
Qs on p. 128-9 (126), Qs 1, 3, 4 on p. 132 (129) 

     Springville, Tx - study of a speech community   
     Campus Talk – students creating a community 

     New York style of speaking 
 
 Linguistic variables  Wardhaugh, ch. 6, 142-59 (Qs on p. 145-6, Q4/p.160)    4/5 
 
CONN SPEECH COMMUNITY assignment                     
 
FIELD TRIP to Ancientest Cemetery in New London         4/10   
 CEMETERY assignment            4/12  
 
Language Change   Wardhaugh, ch. 8, pp. 191-207, Qs 2, 3/p. 193 (191)    4/12  
 
     The Truth About Change                  4/17 
     Vowel Shifting 
      Exercise on Vowel change 
 

     Global English                4/19 

     The Vanishing Verb (media English) 
 extra fun, voluntary:  Americans are Ruining English 
 

 
Language policy   Wardhaugh, ch. 15, Qs 3-5/360-1 (356-7)      4/24  
       and Qs 5, 6/369-70 (365)       
 
 Language shift, death  Wardhaugh, ch. 15, Qs 2, 3/378 (374)      4/26 
       and Qs 1-3, 5/381-2 (376-7) 
 
     Managing Language in the U.S.           
     Don’t Make English Official - Ban it!  
  voluntary:  History of “English-Only” since the 1795 Vote 
     National American of John Adams 
 
STUDENT PRESENTATIONS                           5/1, 3 and 8  
 Each student will collect linguistic data (through taped interviews, questionnaires, analysis of writing, 

video recordings...), share them with the class and incorporate them in a paper, using relevant secondary 
sources, incl. our textbook and online materials; prior to your presentation suggest an article or website 
that all should read to prepare, and distribute a hand-out in class. 

 



Conclusion           5/10 


